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Appendix 2: Money & Exchanging Money 

Our ImagininGuatemala team will be available to exchange your dollars, at denominations 
of $50.00 for the local currency, Quetzales. We recommend bringing $200.00 in spending 
money. It is impossible to exchange ripped, folded, torn or damaged bills in Guatemala, so 
take a look at your bills as you pack them. Your money, along with your passport will be 
safely locked in our office safe for the duration of your trip. ATM’s are readily available and 
credit cards can be used, but the most efficient way to spend money in Antigua is with 
CASH. Each morning, you will have the opportunity to either exchange or retrieve money at 
the IMG office.  

It is suggested that leaders bring a credit card. Be sure to let the bank of your credit card 
know that you will be traveling in Guatemala. Cash or credit can pay medical issues and 
then when you return to the US, the insurance company will compensate the leader or 
parent.  

Guatemala is a very safe country, but as in any unfamiliar surroundings, caution and 
awareness is a good idea. Keep small amounts of money on your person. Know where your 
camera is, and your backpack. Do not hang your purse or backpack on the back of your 
chair in a busy restaurant. Be smart. In addition, do not bring anything to Guatemala that 
would break your heart if you lost it. This includes expensive jewelry, jackets, and cameras. 
Think about the people with whom you will be working. Many of them make less than $2.00 a 
day. Simplify your life as you work alongside them.  

Tipping  
Often we are asked if it is okay to “tip” the Guatemalan crew with whom we work. First of all, 
it is a generous offer and certainly not necessary. However, if a team does want to tip, it is 
the wish of the IMG team that the money be divided evenly among ALL the workers. This 
includes our extra workers who help with the build. The best practice is for the service team 
leader to gather the money, put it in an envelope and give it to Edy. This is the most 
transparent way to gift and it avoids any hard feelings or favoritism.  

Another idea that teams have often asked about is contributing for food or bedding for the 
family for whom they are building. Again, this is a personal choice, but yes, these families 
would be worthy recipients of your generosity. Teams can go to the market and purchase 
the items along with the guidance of the IMG team.  

  


